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Tav Pledges Required to Complete Two 
Year Service Trip to Ghana 


Top: Huntington and Rocks arrive in Accra with open hearts and minds. 


In light of a recent uptick in violent attacks and pitifully 
lackluster community service involvement, Middlebury’s 
Tavern social house is set to restructure their pledging 
system to once again require a two-year service trip to the 
great African country of Ghana. 

Tav President Kimmy Jimmel explained, “Recently, we’ve 
noticed a disturbing pattern: too much headlocking and 
not enough international travel to impoverished countries. 
We're seeking to rectify that by re-introducing our pledge 
program trip, which will focus on community service and 
peacemaking in Ghana.” 

Missionary Rocks, Tav Treasurer and liaison for the 
trip, said, “We don’t feel the need to be affiliated with any 
third-party organizations—our drive to help communities 
transcends both international borders and practical logistics. 
By sending our members with nothing but 60 USD, a Kodak 
disposable camera, and a .38 snub nose revolver, we’re 
encouraging each of our pledges to take their own unique 
path.” Rocks went on to explain that the current itinerary, 
sent to all pledges, included only “landing at 3:28 AM” 
and “assessing the situation” by “seeing what needs to be 
done.” 


“We're going into this with an open mind,” said Garrett 
Huntington, a Tav pledge signed up for the trip. “There’s 
so much that Ghana is missing right now, and we just 
want to help in whatever way we can, whether that be 
through building a library, or ruthlessly hunting down 
and eliminating wildlife traffickers.” They will also visit 
Casey Jones (‘66) who has been housed in a witch camp in 
Northern Ghana since the ‘62 trip, under the premises that 
she, whilst heavily inebriated, did a death drop in front of a 
group of elderly women. 

Pledges looking to get “Sigs,” signatures from current 
members, can do so by grabbing coffee with deposed 
dictators from neighboring countries to learn “what went 
wrong” and “what to do better next time.” 

President Jimmel did acknowledge previous, 
unsuccessful community service trips of years past. “It 
is true that in 1962 Omega Alpha did take a community 
service trip to Ghana, which was prematurely terminated 
after some of our pledges were implicated in the attempted 
assassination of then-President Kwame Nkrumah. However, 
this mission is under different leadership and it is one of 
peace and rectification, not war.” 
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Op-Ed: I’m Out and 
Proud to Be a Spinster 


By AGNES BOLEYN 


Every morning, the crow 
wakes me. I rise, cloak, and 


scurry off before dawn to 
meet the rest of those like 
me. 

I see them coming from 
all directions. Adorned in 
Lululemon. “Serve, Work, 


Slay” is our motto. 6:55AM, 


and we file into the dark 
chambers like little blind 
ducklings. Shackle in, we 
cede to the beck and call of 
our leader as she implores 
our dancing bones. 

Loud Luxury breaks the 
silence, “Babe, don’t make 
a sound / 2 A.M. Love 
gotta keep it down (keep it 
down).” 


“Find the beat with your 


right foot,” she shouts. 

My sisters and I are 
synced together, our 
breathing getting heavier 
and heavier as the ride 
and its rhythm takes us 
up and down through 
the landscapes of our 


imaginations, failures 
and insecurities. The 
soundcloud starts to fade 
in. 

“Let’s tap it back for two 
counts!” 

The fumes of melted 
tanner and Olaplex fill 
my lungs as adrenaline 
courses through my veins. 
Dopamine. We push, push, 
push. Up and down, up 
and down, then, it happens. 

The chords start to play. 
I hear her. 

“All Too Well” is our 
collective prayer for those 
who will soon find out 
that their boyfriends are 
cheating on them. My 
sisters and I slow our ride 
as the sun comes up. We 
undo our shackles, throw 
our cloaks on, and set out 
to Ross for breakfast. 

For today, our work is 
done. 

Tomorrow, we ride at 
dawn. 
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“This Was Always 
the Plan”: Middlebury 
School in Kazakhstan 

to Open in 2023 


In an announcement 
prefaced by the reassurance 
that “this has been in 
the works for years” and 
“Kazakhstan has always 
been on our radar,” the 
Study Abroad Office at 
Middlebury College recently 
announced that it would 
open a new school abroad in 
Kazakhstan. 

“What's really important 
for everyone to know is that 
this decision is inno way 
influenced by the current 
war in Ukraine, and the 
subsequent termination 
of the school abroad in 
Moscow. We've long wanted 
our Middlebury students 
to wander Kazakhstan’s 
bustling capital, Astana. 

We want their discerning 
palates to taste its national 
dish, beshbarmak, a stew 
made of pasta and horse 
meat. We want them to 
spend the Kazakhstani 
currency, which is called 
the Tenge, and explore the 
Kazakhstan State Museum,” 
said Joe Seph, head of 

the Study Abroad Office, 
reading from what appeared 
to be a Wikipedia article. “I 


repeat: this has always been 
the plan.” 

When asked if he had 
ever been to Kazakhstan, 
Seph answered with a 
resounding no. “However, 
I’ve seen Borat three times. I 
also heard that students will 
be housed in dormitories 
designed in the wonderfully 
austere architecture of 
post-war economic and 
ideological collapsism 
native to middle Eurasia.” 

Russian majors 
and minors who had 
originally planned on 
going to Moscow were less 
enthusiastic. “I appreciate 
that they’re trying to give 
us something. But I’d rather 
just go somewhere English- 
speaking at this point than 
say da to Kazakhstan,” said 
one Russian major, quoting 
the Study Abroad Office’s 
new slogan. “Maybe if it 
had been another country 
in middle Eurasia, like 
Kyrgyzstan. Which by 
the way, has half as much 
irrigated land and only one 
time zone. Sometimes, less 
is more.” 
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